
Ignite Spatial Hartford ïJune 22nd 2011

ArcServer Flex API 
on an Android 

Device

Aaron Nash

Spatial Hartford



Slide 2A Free sample background from www.awesomebackgrounds.com

© 2006 By Default!

ArcServer Flex API on an Android 
Device



Slide 3A Free sample background from www.awesomebackgrounds.com

© 2006 By Default!

What is Android?

ÂIs it an Australian Rock Band? 
ïNo thatôs The Androids

ÂIs it a type of anabolic steroid?
ïSureébut who uses methyltestosterone 
anymoreéat least I stopped

Â Is it a Robot designed to look like a human?
ïIt is, but I have not seen any lately.
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Googleôs Android 

ÂAndroid is a software stack for mobile 
devices that includes an operating system, 
middleware and key applications. 

ÂIts an open source operating system for 
mobile devices based off the Linux Kernel.

ÂGoogle purchased Android Inc. in 2005
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Why Android?

ÂGoogleôs Open Source Platform

ÂMore Options Available
ïMultiple devices
ïMultiple networks

ÂAndroid is catching ground
ïWho knows when the Android Market will 
overtake Appleôs App Store

ÂGoogle has a plan

ÂA lot of Developer Help
ïXDA Forums
ïAndroid Forums 
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Why Adobe Air not Java?

Â Vernon already paid for a license of Flash Builder

Â Provides a development environment for the 
delivery of applications across devices and 
platforms for:
ïDesktop operating systems
ïAndroid devices, including smartphones and tablets
ïBlackBerry PlayBook
ïiOS devices including the iPhone and iPad
ïSupported television devices

Â Adobe Air is free
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You Can Port Over Your Existing 
ArcServer Flex Code

ÂYou canéreallyéHow you ask?...Easily
ïAll you need is Flash Builder 4.5
ïThe new SDK Flex 4.5 (Open Source)
ïAndroid SDK (not needed but helps)
ïAndroid Phone (also not needed but a must to show off 

your new program)

ÂESRIôs new ArcServer Flex API supports mobile 
devices 
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Is it Hard to do?

ÂNot at all...

ÂYou can use any Flex Projects or code 
samples already created

ÂESRI Flex API Resource center
ïLots of code samples

ÂLots of Sample Adobe Air projects and help
ïTour De Mobile Flex 
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Step 1

ÂCreate your Flex Mobile 
Project 

ÂApplication type with Splash 
screen



Slide 10A Free sample background from www.awesomebackgrounds.com

© 2006 By Default!

Step 2

ÂCreate your First View
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Map View

ÂHow easy is this!!!!!!

ÂSame ArcServer code
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Who Really Needs to Know 
Where They are?

ÂI doéI may be a Geographer but I get 
lost and so do most of my users.

ÂThere is a full Geolocator API available in 
flex 

ÂYou can access: 
ïLongitude
ïLatitude 
ïAccuracy
ïAltitude 
ïTime
ïSpeed
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Here is the Code

ÂThe first function 
initializes the 
Geolocation event 
and sets the 
update parameters

ÂThe second 
function creates 
the variables, the 
map point and 
map graphic

ÂSimpleéeasy!!!
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Lets at Some More 
Functionality

ÂHow about a Query on an ArcServer Web Service

ÂAgainésame code from the ArcServer Flex API


